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We do our best to accommo-

date your busy schedule!     

VALENTINE’S DAY 

Love is in the air, on the most romantic day of the year, as lovers win 

hearts with flowers, candy, cards and gifts. Saint Valentine supposedly 

wore a purple amethyst ring with an image of Cupid engraved in it.    

Amethyst as the birthstone of February is believed to attract love. 

Valentine’s Day was first associated with romantic love in the English 

poet Geoffrey Chaucer poem “Parliament of Foules”, which linked      

February 14 with the day birds and humans come together to find a     

mate. Chaucer wrote, “For this was on St. Valentine's Day, when every 

bird cometh there to choose his mate."  

In 18th-century England, it became an occasion in which lovers            

expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, offering candy, 

and sending greeting cards, known as "valentines".  

The following Valentine's Day poem can be found in the collection of 

English nursery rhymes Gammer Gurton's Garland (1784): 

 

The rose is red, the violet's blue, 

The honey's sweet, and so are you. 

Thou art my love and I am thine; 

I drew thee to my Valentine: 

The lot was cast and then I drew, 

And Fortune said it should be you. 

 

Valentine's Day is a “Hallmark” holiday when more cards are sold than 

any other day of the year. In the 1980s, the diamond industry began to 

promote Valentine's Day as an occasion for giving jewelry. 

Jewelry is not merely adornment. It is family history, emotional           

attachments, important memories and an occasion to celebrate of love!    

That's Amore!    

Ben & Linda Gordon 

"That's Amore" 

Dean Martin may have 

sung it best:  

When the moon hits your 

eye like a big pizza pie. 

That's amore! 

When the world seems to 

shine like you've had too 

much wine. 

That's amore! 

“Appraising is our business. Jewelry is our passion!” 



Authentic Rolex Pictured Above  

 

The Case of the Fake Rolex: 

In cases of counterfeit watches, 

it often takes more time to  

prove it is counterfeit than it 

takes for an authentic watch.  

In some cases, if a client has   

inadvertently or unknowingly   

purchased a counterfeit, with 

our documentation, then he may 

be able to return the item to the 

seller.  

Knowing the truth also protects 

the client from misrepresenting 

the item in the event of future 

resale. 

For Integrity and Trust rely on the Jewelry Judge Ben Gordon. 

Call for appointments 713 961 1432. We do our best to accommodate your busy schedule!     

Diamond Buying Tips! 

 

Tip #1: Bright lights make every diamond look better! Of 

course, every jeweler wants to show their diamonds in the best 

light, but there are some lighting tricks to be aware of. Some 

bulbs have a strong blue or ultraviolet wavelength, which make 

yellow stones look whiter or cause a diamond to fluoresce blue, 

making diamonds in lower color ranges appear whiter.  

 

Action: Ask if the diamond has fluorescence, and ask to see 

it without the bright lights, go to another part of the store before 

you agree to buy.  

 

Tip #2: When a diamond grading report is not included with 

a diamond, a seller can exaggerate the grade. The FTC says that a 

jeweler must be accurate within one grade of color and one grade 

of clarity on a diamond. Inaccurate grade bumping of the color 

or clarity of a diamond starts with a color range, such as G-H in-

stead of a specific color grade.  

 

Action: If you are looking for a fine quality diamond, insist 

on a diamond grading report from a respected gemological lab, 

such as GIA or AGS.  

 

Anyone buying a diamond, whether loose or set in jewelry,      

regardless of the origin of the lab report, needs an Independent 

Appraiser capable of examining the diamond to confirm the    

diamond and the report are a "match"!   

 

Confidence comes with a Jewelry Judge Appraisal Report! 



Abracadabra   

Appraisers don't pull value 
out of a hat! 

The reality is that Jewelry 
Judge Appraisers rely on a 
substantial amount of        
research, expertise, training, 
and experience to arrive at a 
credible opinion of the True 
Value for an object.  

Appraisers compare past 
sales of similar objects to  
determine the value of an 
item.   A properly prepared 
appraisal report will reflect 
an accurate value in the    
current market.  

It's not magic - it's good 
business! 

The Jewelry Judge network is 
a nationwide group of      
‘independent’ jewelry         
appraisers who maintain  
professional and ethical 
standards in their practices. 
Houston’s Jewelry Judge, Ben 
Gordon, is a Charter Member 
of this select group.  

Jewelry Judges: 

 Do not buy or sell jewelry. 

 Stay up-to-date by attending 
educational conferences and 
seminars. 

 Fulfill continuing education 
hours annually. 

 Are re-certified annually. 

 Share information and    
resources within our        
network, to the benefit of 
the consumer. 

Being ‘independent’ means 
that they do not affiliate with 
any retail establishment or 

jewelry showroom.   

They represent the client  
exclusively. 

Ben Gordon is committed to 
educating his clients and to 
helping them appreciate their 
jewelry not only for its        
intrinsic and material value, 
but its historic and stylistic 
value as well. 

With Jewelry Judge Ben 
Gordon, two (2) Graduate 
Gemologists will conduct 
gemological tests and        
prepare a written Appraisal 
Report on every piece.   

Facts are checked and double 
checked for verification. In 
effect, Ben’s clients receive a 
second opinion in one stop.   

Should gemologists disagree, 
further testing is done to 
confirm identity and value!   

Peace of mind is assured with 
our double check!  

Mobile Appraisal Services 

Our mobile laboratory equipment 

allows us to take gem lab technol-

ogy anywhere it is needed.  

Clients who are particularly 

pressed for time, or who have nu-

merous jewelry items, and would 

rather not travel with them can 

benefit from our “Have lab will 

travel” philosophy.  

We understand the concerns and 

situations which make a meeting  

at a bank, business, or home  

preferable. The portable lab has 

all the necessary equipment to 

carry out a complete appraisal on-

site. 

63 years in the jewelry industry 

count when you want the most 

knowledgeable service in gems 

and jewelry appraising.   

For Integrity and Honesty rely 

on the Jewelry Judge! 

What's Your Jewelry Worth?     The Jewelry Judge helps you determine its true value!   

President Ronald Reagan once said “Trust but Verify”.  


