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For Immediate Release: 

Houston, July 14, 2015:   Jewelry Judge Ben Gordon was the keynote speaker this 

morning at the professional breakfast  of Praeclarus held at the St. Regis Hotel in 

Uptown/Galleria.   

 

Praeclarus members are professional women who are business owners and key 

decision makers with large companies.  They meet weekly for breakfast and business 

exchange.  

 

Jo S. Reid, GRI, ABR with Robert Daugherty coordinated  the breakfast program. She 

first heard Mr. Gordon speak at a black tie dinner held by the Houston Knife and Fork 

Club and invited the Jewelry Judge to share his helpful consumer tips with Praeclarus.  

 

Mr. Ben Gordon's topic, Do You Know What Your Jewelry is Worth? both entertained 

and informed.  A long-time advocate for fair pricing and full disclosure in the jewelry 

industry, Mr. Gordon's offers numerous 'buyer beware' tips.  In the style of a master 

storyteller, he tells of actual cases he has encountered in his work as a jewelry 

appraiser and gemologist.  His words of advice include consumer buying caveats when 

on vacation and helpful information about insuring and valuing jewelry in living estates.   

    

Ben Gordon is a GIA (Gemological Institute of America) Master Graduate Gemologist 

and Jewelry Appraiser.  In business now for over 62 years and specializing in 

appraising since 1975, he values diamonds, precious gemstones and fine jewelry in his 

gem lab in the Galleria/Uptown area.  In May of this year, The Jewelry Judge was 

recognized by Houston's Better Business Bureau with its coveted Award of Distinction 
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for Excellence in the workplace making 2015 the third consecutive year to be honored 

by the business community. 

 

"Jewelry tells the story of Real People," Mr. Gordon remarks.  "Sometimes the story is a 

mystery to be solved, sometimes, it's a story of a life time to be remembered, 

appreciated, and handed down to heirs."   Mr. Gordon traced market changes (Gold 

was $35. an ounce in 1953), and stylistic innovations ending with the latest in 

technology that includes color enhanced gemstones and lab formed diamonds. 

 

 “Jewelry is not merely adornment,” he states.  “It is family history, emotional 

attachments and memories.  And of course, for me, it's a passion."   

 

Sharing his knowledge about jewelry to educate and protect the consumer is his way of 

giving back to the community.  
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