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Press Release 
   

The Jewelry Judge Goes to Court 
Ben Gordon Advocates Fair Play 

 

For Immediate Release: 

Houston 3/10/2016:  Ben Gordon, known as The Jewelry Judge appeared in civil court 

today to testify as an expert witness.  The case involved a misrepresentation of 

diamond grading by failure to disclose clarity enhancements of multiple diamonds.   The 

enhancements were fracture filling and laser drilling; common industry practices that 

should be documented at point of sale.   

 

Ben Gordon is a Master Graduate Gemologist and Jewelry Appraiser (MGG/A) whose 

business is located in the Galleria/Uptown district.  He specializes in consulting for 

estate and insurance appraisals   

 

Mr. Gordon said, "The facts don't take sides. They speak for themselves. I identify, 

verify, double check and report the facts."  As an independent appraiser, Mr. Gordon 

does not buy or sell jewelry for his own inventory, but represents those who do.  In this 

way, he remains objective and avoids conflict of interest.   

 

The civil case was to determine if the jewelry items purchased by an individual had 

been misrepresented.  The buyer requested diamonds with a VVS clarity grading (Very 

Very Slight).  As a point of reference, Mr. Gordon pointed out that VVS diamonds might  

be sold by a Tiffany's or Cartier luxury retailer.  Other sellers would more than likely not 

have such quality in their inventories and would need to order them from a special 

source.   

 

http://www.jewelryjudgebengordon.com/


The stones he examined were graded SI-2 - I-2 (slightly included 2 to Included 2).  Such 

a difference in clarity effects quality and would create a value discrepancy of thousands 

of dollars.  Furthermore, the retailer was alleged to have avoided disclosing that the 

diamonds had been enhanced.  "Enhanced gemstones are stones that have been 

treated to create a more attractive appearance," Mr. Gordon explains. 

 

Ben Gordon is not an attorney.  He is a member of a nationwide network of professional 

jewelry appraisers whose commitment to ethical standards and years of experience 

qualifies them to represent clients.  The name Jewelry Judge is a licensed brand. 

 

"Many cases that come to me are settled without taking legal action," Mr. Gordon 

affirms. "It's always best for all parties involved in a dispute to avoid litigation."   

 

The Jewelry Judge is an advocate for fair play in jewelry industry business practices.   

He is often the link between the buyer and the seller in a transaction.  "A good 

transaction," he comments, "is where all parties are in agreement based upon fairly 

priced goods that are accurately described in the documentation." 

 

With a sharp memory and over 63 years of experience in the jewelry industry, he 

asserts,  "I've seen just about everything in the way of products and practices.  Today's 

trends may become yesterday's history. It's my job to keep track of changes and market 

conditions, not only from the buyer's perspective, but from the position of seller as well."   

To do this, Mr. Gordon stays current with the latest technology and equipment required 

to test and evaluate diamonds and precious gemstones. 

 

Appraising is partly a matter of forensics.  "Facts can be proven scientifically according 

to industry standards," he adds.  "It's when people cannot agree on the facts that 

lawyers get involved.  I'm glad to be of help." 

          END  

http://www.jewelryjudge.net/


About The Jewelry Judge Ben Gordon 

The Jewelry Judge Ben Gordon specializes in consulting with jewelry owners and 
professionals such as attorneys, insurance agents and authorities seeking advice on 
lost or replacement items, legal testimony, and estate planning issues. The Jewelry 
Judge trademark represents a licensed network of nationwide jewelry appraisers who 
adhere to professional and ethical standards and allow their clients to watch the entire 
appraisal process.  Jewelry Judge Ben Gordon is a local consumer advocate who 
frequently speaks to community groups and professional associations on consumer 
awareness topics. 
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